
    

ISSMGE International Journal of Geoengineering Case Histories © 

Special Issue on Hurricane Reconnaissance by the GEER Association, 2008-2017 

 
 

Editorial 
 
Nina Stark, Associate Professor, Virginia Tech, Charles E. Via, Jr., Department of Civil and Environmental 

Engineering, Patton Hall, 750 Drillfield Drive, Blacksburg, VA24060, USA, ninas@vt.edu 
Lee Wooten, Principal, GEI Consultants, Inc., 400 Unicorn Park Drive, Woburn, MA  01890, 

lwooten@geiconsultants.com 
Sissy Nikolaou, Principal, WSP, Geotechnical and Tunneling Technical Excellence Center, One Penn Plaza, 

New York, NY 10119, Sissy.Nikolaou@wsp.com 
 
 

During the decade from 2008 to 2017, hurricanes and associated flooding, inundation, surge, and storm wave events have 
occurred on an unprecedented scale with severe effects. In 2017 alone, the major hurricanes Harvey, Irma, Jose, and Maria 
cost to the US economy $265B, almost three times more than the 2012 hurricanes combined (with Hurricane Sandy being 
the costliest that year with an estimate $70B in damages - adjusted for inflation) (Rice, 2018). Recent studies indicate that 
the American economy could lose up to 10% of its GDP by the end of the century due to climate change (Kahn et al., 2019).  
Our society lives in a new norm of natural disasters, and the new generation of geotechnical engineers must adopt a risk-
based mindset to address the needs of resiliency and sustainability for larger and more frequent weather-related natural 
hazards (O’Brien et al., 2012). 
   
This Special Issue of the ISSMGE International Journal of Geoengineering Case Histories draws from the hurricane 
reconnaissance efforts by the Geotechnical Extreme Event Reconnaissance (GEER; geerassociation.org) Association 
between 2008, when GEER initiated its post-hurricane event reconnaissance, and 2017. Post-hurricane geotechnical 
reconnaissance has drawn attention to impacts on foundations, earthen structures, coastal infrastructure, scour, and sediment 
erosion and relocation. The need for a better understanding of such impacts is urgent because of the increasing phenomena 
of sea level rise, storm frequency and intensity, and growing population in coastal areas. The immediate collection and 
documentation of perishable geo-data data is essential to advance geotechnical knowledge and further develop risk 
assessment and mitigation strategies. The GEER Association work, in general, is based upon work supported in part by the 
National Science Foundation (NSF) through the Geotechnical Engineering Program under Grant No. CMMI-1266418. The 
GEER Association is made possible by the vision and support of the NSF Geotechnical Engineering Program Directors: Dr. 
Richard Fragaszy and the late Dr. Cliff Astill. GEER members also donate their time, talent, and resources to collect time-
sensitive field observations of the effects of extreme events. 
 
The presented case studies are Hurricanes Maria (2017), Irma (2017), Harvey (2017), Sandy (2012), and Gustav (2008). The 
papers include distillations of the observations, lessons learned, and conclusions or recommendations from GEER missions. 
We have ordered papers in reverse chronological order to highlight the numerous large 2017 hurricanes and their impacts.  
The authors, all of whom have participated in the missions or preparation of the relevant GEER reports (available at 
geerassociation.org), focus on: (i) providing data and raising awareness about geotechnical impacts from hurricanes and large 
tropical storms, particularly considering climate change effects; (ii) informing the readers about the work and procedures of 
the GEER Association over the past decade on multiple hazards; and (iii) presenting the GEER work specifically on 
documenting hurricane and storm impacts. 
 
It has been a pleasure and a privilege to serve as guest editors and co-authors in this Special Issue, and to be part of the 
groundbreaking work of the GEER Association, which has generated a major shift in reconnaissance after extreme events 
and in elevating the leadership of the geo-profession. We appreciate the dedication of all co-authors in this issue and are 
looking forward to feedback from the readers. 
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